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Abstract
This study provides an empirical support for the proposal that centers on particular use of evaluative language acts to construct different authorial voices and textual personas. It explores how genre techniques and parameters are intentionally deployed by the writers, not only for an emotional impact on the readers but also to make them comprehend their intended meanings. Further, this study focuses on how certain clear patterns favor some values of attitudes with the use of various semantic resources construing interpersonal meanings in the texts while disfavoring or neglecting others. It first explores appraisal through the evaluative patterns of appraisal. It is also concerned with the significance and effect of the commonly deployed linguistic devices on the readers which are analyzed with their negative and positive perspective keeping their contextual value in mind.  The selected model is applied to the short stories of a well celebrated author, Oscar Wilde. The analysis involves explicit evaluation and implicit evaluation. The implicit evaluation of the stories has been discussed in the contextual analysis in this study. The findings of the contextual analysis suggest that implicit evaluation often contain important evaluative messages without which the overall evaluation in the conclusion cannot be balanced.
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Introduction
This paper intends to explore the different kinds of appraisal devices utilized by Oscar Wilde in his stories: The Happy Prince, Nightingale and the Rose, and A Devoted Friend. It focuses on foregrounding the interactive nature of the discourse. In this study, the evaluation of things, people’s character and their feelings are made on the basis of attitudes which may be attributed to the writer or to some other sources in the text under study.
The aim of this research is to consider the sources of attitudes and evaluations coming from story and to understand the dialogic nature of discourse. As language helps us to make meanings and to express our intended thoughts related to every aspect of life, therefore speakers/writers interpret their experiences using language because they can convey their meanings and experiences to others in the medium of their own choice which can either be written or spoken. For this reason, the appraisal theory has been selected. The patterns of appraisal help to evaluate various interpretations and understanding of meanings on part of the reader.
Oscar Wilde is known as the master of 19th century fiction because of his stories. His stories include fairytales and short stories. The most distinctive feature of the stories of Oscar Wilde is that he not only fabricates engaging and fascinating incidents along with imaginary characters but also undertakes the prevalent social issues like unjust society, mislaying innocence, redeeming ability of love and exploitation of his century under consideration. He constructs his stories around these topics and keeps the reader engaged by offering many things in a single short story.
A major aspect of this study is to comprehend the evaluative patterns of appraisal deployed in the selected story based on the experiences of the writer in his mind. In other words, the subjective presence of writer/narrator in texts as he takes up multiple stances is under study in this paper. This study also focuses on how the writer communicates the message and to whom it is communicated in the selected text. This research is focused on understanding the evaluative patterns in the text, the role of these patterns and the particular aspect of the writer in text. Evaluation is an intriguing phenomenon which shrouds the expression of sentiments, emotions and behaviors of those characters around which the story revolves. Nevertheless, the aim of our evaluation through appraisal is to determine whether each of these is good or bad, approved or disapproved, positive or negative. This study also focuses on elucidating the overall value of a given message which ultimately takes the reader to construct an intended message or to interpret the thought of the writer behind the text.
[bookmark: _Toc454222048]Literature Review
J.R. Martin is the first linguist who worked in the domain of evaluation and defined appraisal as “the overall system of choices to describe this area of meaning potential is called [appraisal]” (Martin, 2000, p.  142). Martin and Rose (2003) developed the functions of Appraisal Theory in a discourse system and categorized it into five features i.e. appraisal, ideation, conjunction, identification and periodicity. Miller (2015) conducted a research which includes that the text is an instance of a “specialized site of engagement”. It is based on this conflict and the other important component is negotiation, which depends solely on the choice of the speaker from the available semantic range of resources. 
[bookmark: _Toc454222055]Painter (2003) worked on the ontogenetic aspect of Appraisal Theory and his work is based upon a naturalistic case. Dong (2006) in his study proposed the possible ways through which a designer tries to behave and feel influence. Page (2003) came up with the conclusion that both men and women had slightly different story-telling techniques which hinted out different proportions of "Affect" and "Appreciation" in their respective narratives. Similarly, Painter (2003) worked on the ontogenetic aspect of Appraisal Theory. His work is based upon a naturalistic case. The data gathered to carry out this study is based on the children of tender age starting from nine months to four years. He took Martin's appraisal analysis (2000) as a theoretical framework and came up with the conclusion that language begins with effectual foundation and therefore the first ever meaning or interpretation taken out from the text should be considered as semioticized affect. Moreover, De Souza (2006) analyzes the national anthems and through interpersonal meaning highlighted the role of power in modern socities. In genre, Bakhtin (2010) entails the theory of speech genres on Miller’s view. Miller (2015) describes "genre" as a typified social action in response to rhetorical situations. Pare and Smart (1994) define "genre" as a distinctive profile of regularities across four dimensions. Berkenkotter and Huckin (1995) also view genre as a written or spoken practice within a society in which the main concern is the rhetorical actions of every individual of the society.
Research Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc454222057]This section carries detailed information about the selection of data. It tells us the reason behind the selection of particular stories and also elaborates the theoretical framework which has been followed to evaluate the attitudinal meanings of the writer.
Data Collection
[bookmark: _Toc454222058]For this study, three renowned stories have been selected namely, The Devoted Friend, The Nightingale and the Rose and The Happy Prince written by Oscar Wilde.
Theoretical Framework
The main theoretical framework I drew upon in this research is Appraisal theory (Martin and White, 2005). Along with the Appraisal framework (ibid), framework of genre analysis has also been employed.
Appraisal Framework
The selected model of Appraisal theory is a framework developed in SFL which systematizes and investigates the construal of interpersonal meanings in texts. The key sub categories or features of appraisal theory are attitude, graduation and engagement. In accordance with the theory, "Attitude" is directly or indirectly concerned with negotiation of the feelings of the characters involved in the text. Graduation considers the grammatical as well as lexical resources which are used to feel the strength or intensity of feelings that is to “say how strongly we feel about someone or something” (Martin and Rose, 2003). Engagement pertains to those set of resources which are used by the speakers in a discourse and include 
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added voices in the discourse, via demonstration, the good or bad behavior of the characters and negotiation of attitudes.
Genre Framework
This research will further focus on the genre structure (i.e. moves, steps) employed by Oscar Wilde in selected stories. Each story genre typically starts with a person’s beliefs, feelings and interests that is the Orientation stage that displays an anticipated activity order (Hunston and Thompon, 2000). This sequence of the experiences may be disintegrated and how the disruption or integration happens given a proper response.
Setting: Displaying situation (introduction of the people, the activities which are being performed by the characters of the stories, and the places where the actions are taking place)
Description: Inspiring pictures (to portray the scenes in such a way that they can be well imagined by the readers that how they were perceived through five senses)
Events: Coming off incidents or events
Effect: Material upshot
Reaction: The behaviour or attitude of the characters towards any situation 
Problem: Counterexpectant (to bring out a twist in the stories or a kind of tension)
Solutions: Counterexpectant (to solve the problem for releasing tension)
Comment: Intruding narrator’s voice or comments
[bookmark: _Toc454222060]Reflection: Intruding additional oral narrative
Research Questions
The following research questions are explored in this paper:
What is the linguistic basis of differences in Oscar Wilde's style by which he presents more or less deferential, dominating, authoritative, engaged, emotional, and impersonal perspective?
Subsidiary Questions
i. How does the particular use of evaluative language function to construct different authorial voices and textual personas in Oscar Wilde?
ii. What appraisal devices are commonly deployed in the selected stories of Oscar Wilde to find out the power disseminated by the author?
iii. How do certain clear patterns favour certain values of attitude while disfavoring or excluding others?
iv. [bookmark: _Toc454222061]What genre techniques and parameters have been employed to create an emotional impact on the reader in the selected work?

Data Analysis
A table has been devised after choosing the text to put the findings in a systematic framework and chunks of story are divided according to genre stages (see section of methodology).
The Devoted Friend
Extract 01
“His beautiful eyes filled with tears………………………………….. is my life made wretched” (Wilde, 2008, p.  33-34).
Analysis
In the extract, the luxuries of Miller's house (“our great cask of red wine, comfortable armchair, big pinewood fire” (ibid)) tend to show that all his possessions and luxuries have made him a selfish and mean person. In the first sentence “What a silly boy you are!” (ibid) The word silly boy is an evaluative unit, implying a negative meaning.
Contextual Value
All the phrases or sentences considered as against (“disfavoring the entity”) or for (“favoring the entity”) actually need to be appropriately justified for they do not directly reveal the positive or negative evaluation.
Extract 02
“Except for his kind hearted ………………………………….. no garden as lovely as his” (Wilde, 2008, p.  35).
Analysis
Here in the above given passage, the character of Hans as a “kind hearted, funny round good humoured face” (ibid) is taken as an evaluative entity. Wilde is again using Linnet; a person narrator to sound out the noble character traits of Little Hans. The use of Linnet as narrator creates a more powerful impact on the readers.
Contextual Value
In this passage Hans has been told as having “funny round good humoured” face which only affect the person evaluated. Another characteristic of Hans is kind hearted which is social sanction characteristic that affects the relationship between a person and the people around him by treating them kindly. 
Extract 03
“Rich Miller never gave little ……………………….. used to say about the unselfishness of true friendship” (Wilde, 2008, p.  37-38).
Analysis
In this passage, Oscar Wilde uses a range of resources to build up a picture of a very strong financial condition including direct expression. Miller is a person who is having almost all the luxuries of life like “hundred sacks of flour stored away, six milk cows, a large stock of wooly sheep” (ibid) and he is immensely blessed with all the riches but never gives his best to his friend in their adversities. Miller’s treatment of Hans shows the evilness of his nature.
Contextual Value
Here the complete picture of financial condition of Miller has been depicted.
Extract 04
“During the spring, the summer …………………………….. Miller never came to see him then” (Wilde, 2008, p.  39-40).
Analysis
In the above passage, narrator goes into details to open up the sufferings of Little Hans when he uses the phrases like “extremely lonely, suffered a good deal from cold and hunger, having a few dried pears or some hard nuts” (ibid) etc. This includes all such words which are used to intensify meanings such as very/really/extremely. This kind of amplification is known as force. For instance, the clause he was very happy shows that narrator places the happiness of Hans on a scale and ranks it highly in relation to other linguistic choices like he would have said.
Contextual Value
In the above given passage one can clearly get the idea that how miserable and poor the life had become for Hans in winters. He was almost starving to death. He used to pass his days in quite a destitute condition. 
Extract 05
“I like the Miller immensely. I have all kinds of beautiful sentiments myself, so there is a great sympathy between us” (Wilde, 2008, p.  40-41).
Analysis 
Here the speaker is involved in a moral argument, somewhat dealing with the judgement of the character fore grounded here when he says “all kinds of beautiful sentiments myself” (ibid). Water Rat is associating his attributes with the character of Miller when the writer explicates “A great sympathy between us” (ibid). Both seem to possess negative traits though they just keep on blowing their own trumpet all the time. Miller’s character is being exposed in an implicit way.
Contextual Value
Water Rat though has a very little role to play in this story but a distinguished one. Story starts with the description of water rat. He has been depicted as old, impatient, and indifferent from familial feelings because he is not a family man nor intended to be.

Extract 06 
 “'Little Hans had a great many friends, but the most devouted friend of all was big Hugh the Miller. Indeed, so devoted was the rich Miller to little Hans, that he [Hans] would never go by his garden without leaning over the wall and plucking a large nosegay, or a handful of sweet herbs, or filling his pockets with plums and cherries if it was the fruit season” (Wilde, 2008, p. 42-43).
Analysis
This extract exemplifies two groupings; instances of inscribed judgement and appreciation. There is a significant shift from incident to interpretation as Oscar Wilde is implicitly unveiling the character of Miller when he depicts the character as, “had a great many friends, the most devoted friend of all and large nosegay, or a handful of sweet herbs” (ibid).
Contextual Value
This passage deals with the Hans’ flowers which Little Hans have — they don’t only symbolize the property but everything Little Hans has in his life besides telling the whole story with in a story, writer judges and evaluates the characters.
Extract 07
“It is not in very good repair………………………………….is the essence of friendship” (Wilde, 2008, p.  44).
Analysis
In the above given extract the up/down of verbal process is demonstrated by means of grammatical intensifiers such as ‘extremely’ and ‘very’ (e.g. “me extremely foolish/ very generous of me” (ibid). Writer uses intensifier to realize others that how strongly he feels about his being foolish by using the phrase “extremely foolish” (ibid).
Contextual Value
If the extract is analyzed contextually, Miller is using wheelbarrow a kind of excuse for getting his things done. Little Hans even without suspecting keeps on doing everything good to Miller. It’s not wheelbarrow which motivates Hans to do good for Miller rather it is his innocence and goodness of heart which makes him a true and devoted friend not only in theory but in practice also.
Findings
[bookmark: _Toc454222065]Appraisal resources have been used to set the mood or kind of tone to the discourse as the choice of linguistic mechanisms resonate with one another from one character to the other when the story progresses. Genre techniques and parameters have been employed to create an emotional impact on the readers in the selected work.


The Nightingale and The Rose
Extract 01
“Here at last is ………………………………………….. her seal upon his brow” (Wilde, 2008, p.  14-15).
Analysis
In the above-mentioned clause, graduation operates to construe the category in such a way that it participates in scalable clines of prototypicality. Graduation which operates in this way is termed as Focus. This kind of graduation is possible to up-scale or sharpens the specification so that prototypicality (“a true lover as the hyacinth-blossom, passion has made his lace like pale Ivory, sorrow has set her seal upon his brow, his lips are red as the rose of his desire” (ibid)) is indicated in this case in the example of a true lover.
Contextual value
The actions of Nightingale demonstrate that how one should sacrifice itself in order to make another happy. It is tragically ironic story from the point of view of Nightingale as she thinks that the young student must be a ‘true lover’ burning in the passion of love and would do anything in the love of professor’s daughter and Nightingale decides to sacrifice her life for the student to be able to spend a night with professor’s daughter whom he supposedly admires. 
Extract 02
“Here indeed is the ………………………….. it be weighed out in the balance for gold” (Wilde, 2008, p. 15-16).
Analysis
Here Oscar Wilde has up scaled or sharpened the specification so that prototypically can be indicated when he says,
“Love is a wonderful thing. 
more precious than emeralds, 
and dearer than fine opals. 
Pearls and pomegranates cannot buy it, 
in the balance for gold” (ibid)
If the characteristic is supposed to have a marginal membership in the category are indicated as softening values. For instance, if in the place of true lover, we assume him a “kind or sort of true lover” (ibid), it will be then indicated as hedges or softening values.
Contextual Value
The specific characteristics of love have been examined here.

Extract 03
“Death is a great………………………. and coloured like flame is his body. His lips are sweet as honey, and his breath is like frankincense” (Wilde, 2008, p. 17-18).
Analysis
Both explicit and implicit analysis show positive evaluation. Attitude also contains gradable meanings which have enough potential to be compared or intensified (“His lips are sweet as honey, his breath is like frankincense, she is wise, and mightier than Power” (ibid)) because feelings have depth.
Contextual Value
The comparison of life and death has been explained in this extract.
Extract 04
“She and on the………………….., so was the rose, that blossomed on the topmost spray of the Tree” (Wilde, 2008, p. 19-20).
Analysis
The writer expresses the beauty of the red rose in such an appealing way that its description draws a beautiful picture in the mind of a reader. He calls it a marvelous rose because the death of an innocent little bird gave life to this peculiar red rose (“Yale was it, at first, - pale as the feet of the morning, And silver as the wings of the dawn” (ibid)). A heart touching and tragic effect is created by the author. This makes it so special that writer uses multiple evaluative instances (“blossomed a marvelous rose” and “silver as the wings of the dawn” (ibid)) for the description of single evaluative entity.
Contextual Value
Here the beauty of a red rose has been highlighted.
Extract 05
“And a …………………………. can crimson the heart of a rose” (Wilde, 2008, p.  20-21).
In the passage, there are several instances where the entity evaluated is personified. This point contains confusion especially when deciding whether the appraisal pattern is judgment or appreciation. The rose has been personified as a human being with the leaves having the flush same as the face of bridegroom when the writer says, “And a delicate flush of pink like the flush in the face of the bridegroom” (ibid).
Contextual Value
In this passage, the red rose is personified as a human being.
Extract 06
“Then she gave one last …………………….to the cold morning air” (Wilde, 2008, p. 22).

Analysis
Here the feelings are having both positive and negative affect and evaluation is also open to two interpretations. The implied expression of feelings like “one last burst of music, it trembled all over with ecstasy, to the cold morning air” (ibid) comes forward when the clauses are seen contextually.
Contextual Value
In this extract, the feelings of the writer about musicality have been explained.
Extract 07
“'Why, what a ……………………. down and plucked it” (Wilde, 2008, p. 24).
Analysis
In the above passage, writer turns to the Young student for expressing the beauty of the rose in such a high esteem. Attitudinal lexis plays a very important role in Wild’s narrative as it does in general across story genres for instance Young student says that “what a wonderful piece of luck” (ibid) to show his happiness and gratitude on seeing the exquisite red rose in his garden.
Contextual Value
Again the beauty of the rose has been expressed.
Extract 08
“I am afraid it will ……………………ungrateful,' said the Student angrily” (Wilde, 2008, p. 26).
Analysis
Here the whole theme of love comes forward. Significant point in this extract is source which girl mentions when she says that “everybody knows that jewels cost far more than flowers” (ibid). In this sentence one projection is there that is everybody knows (understanding and knowing).
Contextual Value
Here the theme of love has been explained.
Extract 09
“What a silly thing Love …………………….. to Philosophy and study Metaphysics” (Wilde, 2008, p. 26-27).
Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc454222066]In this extract, there are multiple evaluative items expressing the single evaluative entity that is love. “Silly” (ibid), “not half as useful as logic” (ibid) and “unpractical” (ibid) are all the linguistic resources which present that all the feelings are negative ones. The poor little bird though sacrifices itself for exchanging a red rose yet her effort does not serve the purpose.

Contextual Value
Love is expressed in this passage. 
The Happy Prince
Extract 01
“High above the city …………………………… unpractical, which he really was not.” (Wilde, 2008, p.  01)
Analysis
In this passage, all the range of resources like “fine gold, two bright sapphires, large red ruby, as beautiful as a weathercock” (ibid) are working to exhibit the same thing that Happy Prince was handsome and admired by the mayor and the councilors unless he dragged himself from the wracks to riches. Seeing the context of the story, the retrieved evaluative proposition is the outward, material and so-called signs of true dignity, status and success.
Contextual Value
The beauty of the Happy Prince has been explained.
Extract 02
“Why can’t you be…………………………, and their clean white pinafores” (Wilde, 2008, p. 01).
Analysis
It is obvious that all the evaluations are here straightforward. In one way or the other, all the evaluative entities retrieve the same evaluative proposition. Some clear patterns favor certain values of attitude while disfavor the others. And words like ‘happy’ (ibid), ‘glad’ (ibid) and ‘wonderful’ (ibid) have undoubtedly positive vibes in them directly referring to the mental state of a person.
Contextual Value
The mental state of a person for the Happy Prince is being described in this passage. 
Extract 03
“He was in love ……………………….. the Swallow” (Wilde, 2008, p. 02).
Analysis
The writer has used personification again in this story. Here the entities (‘most beautiful Reed’ (ibid), ‘her slender waist’ (ibid)) evaluated are being personified. Therefore, the appraisal pattern has been taken as judgement instead of being considered as appreciation.
Contextual Value
Here the writer has used personification.
Extract 04
"After they had gone …………………………made the most graceful curtsies” (Wilde, 2008, p. 03).
Analysis
In the given clauses, two types of feelings have been expressed. The good as well as the bad feelings are discussed and their effect on the discourse is not only positive but also negative. Secondly, these feelings have not been expressed through behavior but are directly expressed (‘tire of his ladylove’ (ibid), ‘felt lonely’ (ibid), ‘afraid that she is a coquette, for she is always flirting with the wind’ (ibid) etc.). Narrator describes all what the swallow feels or thinks about his ladylove.
Contextual Value
The inner feelings of the Swallow have been discussed in this extract.
Extract 05
“The eyes of ……………………quite drenched me” (Wilde, 2008, p. 05).
Analysis
From the extract, it is clear that evaluations are all straightforward. The feelings of the Swallow have been expressed directly. ‘Tears, pity and drenched’ (ibid) are such linguistic resources which create a negative effect on the reader. Here in the phrase that ‘Filled with pity’ (ibid) is kind feeling related to the mental state construed as reacted to a specific emotional trigger. In this case the emotional trigger is the tears of Happy Prince which make the Swallow feel pity for him.
Contextual Value
Again, the inner feelings of the Swallow have been expressed. 
Extract 06
“When I was alive ………………………. indeed I was, if pleasure be happiness. So, I lived, and so I died” (Wilde, 2008, p. 07).
Analysis
All the clauses contain a range of linguistic units which ultimately evaluate the same entity that is the "Happy Prince". Judgments of the character are mostly positive throughout the whole story. As far as the feelings are concerned, they are of equal concern. Sometimes the affect is positive because of good feelings and sometimes it is otherwise (e.g. ‘tears’ (ibid), ‘sorrow’ (ibid), ‘lofty wall’ (ibid), ‘beautiful’ (ibid), ‘happiness’ (ibid)).
Contextual Value
The inner feelings are expressed.
Extract 07
“And now that …………………. cannot choose but weep” (Wilde, 2008, p. 07).


Analysis
First evaluative entity is the city of the Happy Prince and the other is Happy Prince himself. The city which was so enriched with pleasures and happiness seemed ugly (ibid) and full of misery (ibid) when the top placement of the Prince allowed him to witness the pain and the misery of the poor experienced by poor of the city. The condition of the city has been appreciated negatively and so as the feelings of the happy prince.
Contextual Value
The outer position of the Happy Prince and the city has been elucidated.
Extract 08
“Her face …………………………………….. at the next Court-ball” (Wilde, 2008, p. 08).
Analysis
In the first sentence the description of the seamstress is being given. All linguistic resources evaluate the single entity in the first sentence and that is seamstress. All range of resources like ‘thin, worn face, coarse red hands, all pricked by the needle’ (ibid) are working here together reinforcing the woeful condition of the seamstress who is embroidering ‘passion-flowers’ (ibid) for the ‘queens’ maid of honor’ (ibid) and has no time to attend her feverishly tossing sick son.
Contextual Value
The condition of the seamstress has been expressed in this passage.
Extract 09
“It is curious……………………………. action,” Wilde, 2008, p. 09).
Analysis
There is just one evaluative entity that is Swallow. The feelings have been expressed directly and the affect is positive one. Quite is another appraisal device; intensifier which has been used in the first sentence as a gradable attitude to show the more intense feelings of Swallow. Feelings have been classified to do with the satisfaction of the swallow. They also represent ongoing mental state of the swallow. Afterwards in the second sentence the action of the swallow has been appreciated positively.
Contextual Value
The mental state of the Swallow is being expressed here.
Extract 10
[bookmark: _Toc453450615]“His hair is brown and crisp, ………………………….., and hunger has made him faint” (Wilde, 2008, p. 10).


Analysis
In the first sentence, the appealing description of the young writer has been given. Linguistic items have been tactfully chosen by the narrator to show a youthful energetic portrayal like ‘hair is brown and crisp’ (ibid), ‘lips are red as a pomegranate’ (ibid) and ‘large and dreamy eyes’ (ibid). The way his looks should be according to his age. There are some positive vibes in the character description of young writer. But as the story moves forward, his present condition has been told as one of the bad victims of the poverty (e.g. ‘he is too cold to write any more, there is no fire in the grate, hunger has made him faint’ (ibid)) and the reason is the worst kind of exploitation by the rich.
Contextual Value
The outer description of the young writer is being provided here.
Extract 11
“You tell me of marvellous ………………………themselves warm. How hungry we are” (Wilde, 2008, p. 10).
Analysis
In the above extract, Oscar Wilde makes an intellectual use of resources to make the reader feel more sympathetic towards the poor. The condition of the city elaborated by Oscar is as follows; ‘Misery, suffering, mystery, starving children, white faces, looking out listlessly, black streets’ (ibid). Here almost all of the used words are negative. Along with this he gives the description of the upper strata of society ‘rich making merry in their beautiful houses’ (ibid) to present a sharp contrast and to highlight the deprivation of poor (e.g. ‘whitefaces of starving children looking out listlessly at the black streets’ (ibid)) in a more intense way. The use of such linguistic items reinforces an accumulative effect over a phase of text reflecting the prosodic nature of attitude.
Contextual Value
Here Oscar Wilde skillfully explains the difference between the rich and the poor strata of the society.
Extract 12
“I am covered with ……………………………..games in the street” (Wilde, 2008, p. 11).
Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc454222067]Wilde gives description of Happy Prince in the words like; ‘shabby, quite dull and grey’ (ibid) because his outward beauty was gone. Gradable attitude has been used to amplify the strength of emotion of the writer. Wilde not only chooses ideal linguistic items to create an affect rather he ranks it on a high scale by using the word ‘quite’ dull.
Contextual Value
The outward description of the Happy Prince is explained.
Overall Discussion
The analysis of the first story features the practices of the upper class in that particular era. The way Miller treats little Hans and keeps on giving his mean and selfish views on friendship to fulfill his selfish motives truly show the picture of 19th century aristocracy. The linguistic resources used in the story shed light on how appraisal construes meaning in a text.
In the second story, The Nightingale and the Rose the most commonly occurring pattern of appraisal is appreciation then affect and at the end comes judgment. This story is constructed as an unveiling of the materialistic concerns of the 19th century ruling class so most of the worldly possessions have been evaluated with both negative and positive perspective. The feelings of human beings have been given least importance in the comparison to the riches of world however there are certain lexical items enhancing the judgments of main characters.
In last story, The Happy Prince it can be observed that the most commonly occurring pattern is appreciations. The theme of both stories is almost one and that is to value the riches of the world and disregard the human feelings and even basic needs in the pursuit of maintaining so called status. There are comparatively more invocations than inscriptions. A large number of evaluative units respect inviting evaluation whereas a few involve grading of some kind. Regarding the result from the discussions, all the stories have been labeled as having more than often a positive ultimate perspective.
Apart from the findings that have been so far shown, there are two more dimensions that particularly occur in the attitudinal meanings of selected stories. Firstly, a story might be different from other texts in the sense that there is more than one persona in a story and all are playing their role with their own perspective. A second characteristic of evaluation in the selected stories is that writer might be biased of certain characters while presenting the bitter truths of the gentry of his age, as noted in almost all the stories. The writer’s evaluations have always been negative against the upper class rulers and positive for the masses or common people in all the stories.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _Toc454222073]This study, as already mentioned in the beginning, aimed to explore evaluation in the selected stories of Oscar Wilde. Martin’s model of evaluation – appraisal – has been applied to the texts for this purpose. The study also examines whether the identified perspective of each story can be related to the social and cultural context in which the stories were produced. The analysis of the first story features the practices of the upper class in that particular era. In the second story, the most commonly occurring pattern of appraisal is appreciation then affect and at the end comes judgment. The story is constructed as unveiling the materialistic concerns of the ruling class of 19th century so most of the time worldly possessions have been evaluated with both negative and positive perspective. In last story, the most commonly occurring pattern is appreciations. The theme of all stories is almost the same. The materialistic and selfish people of 19th century value the riches of the world and disregard human feelings and even basic needs in the pursuit of materialism.
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