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Abstract 
The aim of this study is to portray the impact of social class on individual’s response to the educational 

process. Usually, it is considered that the higher the social class is, the higher the level of educational 
achievements is. In this regard it is easy to assert that there is a close relation between social class and 
the educational process. The relationship between social class and educational achievement is related not 
only to the local issues but also to international and global interests. Social class is a key focus across the 
educational sector all over the world. The present study is descriptive and qualitative in nature as it is 
based on the past articles as mentioned in the references. Karl Marx’s theory of Marxism which deals with 
social classes provides the theoretical frame work for the present study. 
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Introduction: 

There is a link between poverty and access to education. At the same time the access to 
education, provision and attainment of education are well established. According to a report of 
United Nations, there are differences between the people especially in schools which are based 
on wealth and monetary conditions (UNDP, 2003). The enrolment and attainment of education 
is related to the wealth and money. Those who are well off, they are enrolled in better schools 
and colleges and get better opportunities in life; and those who are poor they cannot get better 
education from the institutes and thus they cannot progress in their lives. According to this 
report, there is another issue that is related to the gender where there are fewer chances for 
the girls to get education and in this way, it may be asserted that these issues are gendered 
where girls are less likely to promote themselves for middle classes. According to Matsuura 

(2002), it is a fact that illiteracy is not the issue of developing world but of the developed as 
well. Almost 10 to 20 percent of the developed world is also affected by the illiteracy and this 
issue is related to the economic as well as monetary conditions that shape the world of social 
class (Oxfam, 2003). 

Historical context 

Most of the governmental research uses social class scheme and relates it to available data on 
administrations in education where the social class which is based on the occupation of the 
parents has become a topic of debate among the sociologists (UCAS, 1999). Marsh and 
Blackburn (1992) relate social class to family income levels and describe different factors 
affecting education. These factors include type of the school, middle class/working class and 
high/ low-income families. The occupation and education of parents also have an influence on 

individual’s response to education process (Marsh, 1992). Metcalf (1997) says that parental 
education has more influence in educational response than parental occupation (Metcalf, 1997). 
Cubie (1999) reports that the support of parent’s playas an important role in student’s 
participation and response to education (Cubie, 1999). In April 2000 a number of goals were 
agreed for the international community. The first goal was to ensure that by 2015 almost all 
the children particularly girls should get the opportunities of education at least the primary 
education. It was also recommended that ethnic minorities should have equal number of 
opportunities for the education and these both groups, minorities as well as the children should 
get basic and necessary education of good quality. From this report of World Education Forum, 

it is easy to estimate that the stress is being exerted for the poor and neglected strata that is 
often neglected and that is why they are not in this position to upgrade them. The education is 

often thought to be the prerogative of rich or those who are well off. In this forum mentioned 
above it was also recommended that at least 50 percent of the adults should also get benefit 
from the education and they should also be educated (Matsuura, 2002). 

According to a report of Human Development index of (2003) that is based on life expectancy 
education and income per person, it has been revealed that in 1990s there occurred a socio-
economic reversal in almost 21 countries. In this way a report of UNDP 2003 shows that the 
socio-economic gap between the countries also increased attainment level and that also 
increased a gap between the rich and the poor (UNDP, 2003). This rich and poor gap emerged 
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not only between the individuals but also between the nations. Leathwood and Hayton (2002) 
are of the view that attainment level between the highest and lowest social class has been 

widened that does not lead only to the gap of money and wealth but also the educational 
opportunities (Leathwood, 2002).  

Methodology 

The present study is descriptive and qualitative in nature as it is based on the past articles as 
mentioned in the references. It investigates the background of the research problem and gets 
the required information to carry on further research. It also studies human behavior and those 
factors which affect human behavior. It investigates how social class affects individual response 
to educational process. It is based on the theory of Marxism which deals with social classes. 
Karl Marx (1867) says that our modern society is divided into two main classes. Bourgeoisie is 
the class of exploiters and oppressors and the proletariat is the class of exploited and oppressed. 

The proletarian class wholly depends upon wages for its livelihood, education health and other 
necessities of life and bourgeoisie hires their services.   

Literature Review 

The education system is a reflection of the economic world created by human ideas gained from 
material conditions and circumstances. Marx and Marxists believe that ideas are not neutral 
but are determined by the economic structure of society and the dominant class in society 
changes these ideas according to their interests.  Marx also believes that the ruling class 
controls the working class not with force but with ideas.  And education is a tool of passing on 
the ideology of the ruling class (Marx, 1867). 

Gillborn (2000) asserts the same view in international context that is related to the educational 

opportunities among the masses of different countries. He asserts that the international 
students coming from the poor countries cannot perform well while studying in UK as 
compared to their white counterparts. These students mostly belong to the African- Caribbean 
or Pakistani boys and girls. He gives the reason to this issue that actually they belong to the 
poor countries that’s why they remain with the psyche that they belong to a poor social class 
and they cannot stand with the white (Gillborn, 2000).  

Leathwood and Hayton (2002) assert that the global agenda is somewhat different and at times 
it becomes conflicting not only in particular countries but also globally. It has been estimated, 
as they assert, that poor working class, instead of giving them educational opportunities is 
thought to meet the need of global economy. This is thought to be a social justice agenda that 
the masses who belong to the low social class should work instead of getting education. It is on 

one hand the government policy that is documented at places in the world and it is in vogue as 

well. This report has been documented in National Committee of Inquiry into Higher Education, 
1997.  

What may be the reason behind this, the answer to this question is very easy that it is due to 
their low level of achievement in educational process. The post compulsory education has not 
been achieved by them and due to this low level of education they cannot perform well in the 
different issues of government policy and then there remains just one role for them that is to 
work in industry and by increasing the yield improve economy of the country. Although in 
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different countries there has emerged a slogan that there is classless society but the fact 
remains the same that there is class in the world. It is very hard to assert that there is classless 

society in the world. In UK, the social class notion has also been challenged by the Labour 
Government. The crux of discussion is that educational thoughts have been made as rhetorical 
challenges that have made grand narrative of inequalities as thing of the past against the fact 
that there is a social class in the world and the educational opportunities are for that class that 
rules as well due to their educational advantage. Archer (2003) blames that working class is 
responsible for their plight as they have less educational tendency and then they do not have 
aspirations and ability to think upward and so on. So, to speak, it can be asserted that 
attainment of education remains the focus of educational theory policy and practice.  

There held a conference in London to discuss issues relating to social class and the educational 
issues in 2001 where concerns of higher education and social class were duly sorted. It was 
held that education is related to the higher class and working class is being neglected. At the 

same time, it was also promoted that the higher the social class is the more the opportunities 
are there for the betterment of individual (Archer, 2003). 

Education and Values  

However, education does not give only an understanding of living and opportunities but also 
gives a view how to lead life. In the meeting mentioned above it was also analyzed that sectarian 
violence also appeared between the people of different classes and this was merely due to the 
fact that inequalities are there. It was also examined that most of the violence was due to the 
boys of working class. Report also demonstrated that locality assumes the greater importance 
for working class than the boys of middle class. It was held that it is not only the locality that 
may limit the individual to involve in different activities relating to the violence but also 

education as well. But the individuals of high social class were well read and they were never 
involved in any negative activity. It was also analyzed in the report that those who are well 
educated are actually sociable and they have arguments rather than to involve in any negative 
activity. So, the role of education and the social class are directly proportional. It really affects 
the individual’s identity as well as his ways of living. Lack of education creates inequalities in 
individual mind and that is a time when there sprouts a riot.  

Social Class and Choice Making 

Reay (2003) is of the view that the process of choice is limited to the poor and middle working 
class of any society. He argues that selection of the better schools is priority of the high social 
class rather than of the lower class. The lower classes do not select any institute for their 

children rather they prefer to have cheap schools and institutes where at least they may achieve 

primary education necessary for an individual. High- and middle-class inequalities emerge 
when there is a selection procedure for the parents. The action of the middle class especially 
for education is actually a collective class action. The individual puts a question to him and 
becomes a psychotic figure. On the other hand, the question of selection procedure is very 
difficult for the individuals of lower class. They have to prefer their local schools to the private 
schools giving a better education and a package of opportunities. In this regard it is not out of 
place to assert that best school choices are for those who have money and they may have good 
and better opportunities for the future.  So, the class plays a vital role in the life of an individual. 
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At the same time the local schools are considered to be conservative in all senses. They have 
lack of initiative and lack of ambition as well and the working class is educated there. In this 

regard it is again a strong opinion that there is role of social class for the proper education of 
individual and it does affect the mentality of individual (Reay, 2003).  

Discussing the Inequalities in Social Classes 

In the same way Hall, (1985) discusses the social inequalities in term of World War II. She is of 
the view that there is dominant ideology of a class that is high social class of society. It creates 
inequalities in society and these inequalities, according to her, are not merely economic but 
also, they are educational. The socio-cultural changes cause to emerge wider social inequalities 
which are also reflected in the educational system. Following are the recommendations of Hall 
(1985) regarding the inequalities within society.  

• These inequalities are actually a tension for the individual as well as collective society. 

The middle-class parents, when they are exposed to the issues of inequalities especially 
in economic as well as educational background, become a collective class.  

• Second recommendation was that there emerges a psychotic aspect that relates to the 
emotionality as well as identity of the individual. This is evident in the violence of the 
working class where they do not give preference to the personal relations rather, they 
keep personal advantages in front of them. When they think that they are being forfeited 
they become violent. This issue can be resolved if the individual is armed with the 
education. At the same time when these social inequalities will be dealt with the society 
will be classless and will provide equal opportunities to both working class and high 
social class individuals (Hall, 1985).  

• On the other hand, there are structural as well as material sides in any social class. The 
high class often keeps the prerogative of education to itself and negates the lower class. 
The class system has been framed by the upper class and thus the educational 
inequalities emerge in society. This is what Gillborn (2000) asserted in her article that 
there are almost no educational options for the individual of lower classes or middle 
classes. In the context of this discussion, it may be asserted that where there is role of 
education there is also affect of education and social class over one another. They leave 
an everlasting impact on one each other and also on the identity of the individual as 
well. 

According to Raymond Boudon (2015), class position and individual achievement of the student 
are closely related and so are the expectations of the parents. He believes that the educated 

parents want their children to study at highest level whereas the parents of a working boy want 

him to select lower-level course. If a working-class boy becomes a barrister, he would show his 
attachment with the peers and boys of weak family and peer group whereas the boy of an upper 
class will make his family attachment strong and show his attachment with strong peer group. 
In this way his social status would be like that of his father. So, social position in class also 
affects individual’s educational career.  Boudon explains his view by using the term “position 
theory”.  He believes that different positions in the class system cause inequality of educational 
opportunity.  For example, if a vocational course like catering is adopted by a middle-class boy 
its status would be lower than that of his father. He calls is “social demotion. But if the same 
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course is adopted by a working-class boy, his status would be higher than that of his father. He 
calls it “social promotion” (Boudon, 2015)  

Functionalist Overview towards Education and Social Class 

Functionalist view towards the education is that if one works hard in education, he gets the 
reward. Emile Durkheim (1972) believes that education is process that contributes to the social 
solidarity that binds society together. In this regard it is not out of place to regard that education 
has a great role in society to play and its relation with society is there that cannot be falsified. 
So far as individual’s specialized skills are concerned it is asserted by Durkheim that education 
also contributes to the individual’s skills. These skills are taught to the individual and they are 
passed on to the next generations or from generation to generation. Here, the point that 
education teaches the skills which are required to enable an individual to do better job in society 
and to do something positive for the whole human race. The question what is the individual 

response to education is very easy to answer. The individual having education is positive and 
optimistic in his ways and doings of life. Education enhances values and promotes morality. 

The children are made to learn these moralities and then these values are passed to the 
generations. The achievements of the individual are oftentimes determined by educational 
process. If the individual achieves a high reward he is praised in society and here the response 
of individual is vivid that he feels pleasure in his gains. In other words, it may also be asserted 
that education gives an understanding of adult role and role allocation (Durkheim, 1972).  

Education as an Ideological Tool 

Easby, J. (2014) is of the view that education is operated by the society as an ideological tool. 
He asserts that it is a Marxist view where the individual is made to learn how to lead life 
especially keeping in mind the future needs of life. The theory of the higher the hard work the 

higher the reward is also applicable to education as well. The individual response to education 
is positive when there is achievement of personal goals is there. Those individuals of society 
who work hard are found with the high grades, obedient, hardworking and conforming and 
are rewarded with high grades as they are the qualities required for adult work (Easby, 2014). 

Holborn (2008) also believes in the same assumption that the higher the social class, the higher 
their educational qualification. It is not only the belief of Holborn but a view that has been 
proved by sociologists also in 50 years research. There has been put an example of London that 
shows that the higher the social class the higher the individual qualification. In other words, it 
is asserted that individual’s social class determines his qualification and level of school and 
colleges. The statistics taken in 2012 show that pupils living in Westminster achieved more 

than 86 percent marks as compare to those living in Newham who achieved less than 80 

percent. Although both of the areas are in inner London but the result is obvious that there is 
a difference due to social class factor within educational attainment. At the same time, it is also 
maintained that parent’s social class also has a great impact on how children perform at school. 
The research also shows parents who are doing a managerial job; their children are almost 
eight months ahead than those who are unemployed. Here, the factors are obvious that the 
class determines the level of education and the achievement of personal goals. In educational 
process the needs of the working class are mostly ignored. What may be the cause of failure in 
working class although it has been maintained that level of ability in all social classes, lower, 



99 
 

middle and higher is equal. However, it is maintained that the factors such as poverty, class, 
economic issues are the reason for failure. In these lower classes the individual response to 

education goes to the negative. The reason for underachievement is actually money.  
Sociologists believe that the children are unable to obtain needed educational items such as 
computer with internet, desks and books which is a disadvantage for them as well as the costs 
of education such as tuition fees meaning that people within the working class believe they 
cannot afford to attend further education. It has also been estimated that middle class children 
receive more attention as compared to those who belong to the lower class. So, their 
educational achievements are much more when compared with the lower-class children. 
Halborn (2008) believes that parents of working-class children do not understand what the 
individual needs of their children are specially to succeed in educational environment. There is 
also a difference of attitude between working class parents and middle-class parents with the 
teachers of their children. This difference of attitude also creates a gap between teacher and 

pupils. The pupils of the working-class parent’s do not get better attention from their teachers 
as the interaction of parents is less as compared to those who belong to the middle class. A 

difference is created within the class and the children of the middle-class parents think that 
they are chosen seeds and the children of working class think that they cannot stand with them 
so they develop inferiority complex (Holborn, 2008).   

Social Class and Issue of Speech Pattern 

Moreover, there are some sociologists who are of the view that speech patterns of the working 
class as well as middle class are different from each other. They assert that working class pupils 
develop a speech code that is called as restricted speech code. At the same time the middle-class 
pupils develop an elaborated speech code. Pierre (1986) asserts that the children suffer due to 

the language barrier. Mostly the students of the poor working class cannot grasp the meanings 
of speech delivered by the teacher. It is also applicable to the culture as well. The culture of 
those belonging to the higher middle class is considered to be dominant and superior. This is 
what happens in working class and middle-class students while being in the same educational 
environment (Pierre, 1986).  

Conclusion 

The present study has highlighted the impact of social class on the individual’s response to 
learning. The study has also confirmed the previous researches that the students of lower social 
class are more interested to take instrumental approach while entering the educational process 
than the students of higher social class as they think that education would increase the chances 
of their employment and consequently bring increment in their earning. They think that it an 

investment in education. In other words, the response of lower social class to education is job 
oriented.  After the analysis of different consensuses as well as opinions of different analysts, 
it is concluded that there is a great effect of social class on the education of the individual. 
Education of individual is affected by his social class environment. It has also been analyzed 
and concluded that higher middle-class people may perform well in their education and their 
level of attainment is greater as compared to those who belong to the lower class. At the same 
time, it has also been concluded that the higher the level of class and hard work the higher the 
gain will be. The poor class people cannot perform well and their response at times goes 
negative especially in educational environment. Even the parents of pupil remain stressed and 
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under confident while and there is jerk in their speech pattern. They cannot give confidence to 
their decedents where they may sprout their personal skills. Individual’s response to the 

education relating to the social class is much more and it cannot be falsified. The level of 
students especially of those belonging to the middle class cannot be matched in any sense with 
those who belong to the poor class. At the same time, it has also been noticed that the parents 
of the middle-class students have a better interaction with their teachers and then the level of 
understanding is enhanced. But those who belong to the lower class they are victim of 
inferiority complex. Language, culture, speech pattern, identity of all the social classes is 
different from one another. The language and speech pattern of middle class is dominant on 
the poor and lower class and same is vice versa to the lower class. Speech pattern is faulted as 
it is stressed and under confident as relating to the poor class. So, it may be asserted in the end 
that the social class of the individual affects the educational response of the individual to 
educational process.  
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